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Peter Knight, CEO at NEPA welcomes stake-

- NAYNepalvibid NEST & @
holders at the launch of International Plastic ) -
Bag Free Day Chil drends Hor
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NEPA Working to Improve Air Quality

The training will allow NEPA to develop an
The National Environment and Planning Air Quality Index .The index is a daily
forecast which seeks to disseminate useful
information to the public about the quality
of the ambient air and the possible health
effects, which may be experienced as a
result of being expos
Mr. Khan further elaborated.

Agency (NEPA) in collaboration with the
United States Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA) hosted a welekig data
validation and air quality index training
workshop in Kingston, Jamaica in June
2016.

During the launch at the Eden Gardens The information that will be provided by the
Restaurant, Anthony McKenzie, Director ofAir Quality Index is meant to help citizens,
Environmental Management and especially high risk groups such as those
Conservation Division said thatgVer the with pre-existing heart and

last seven yeardNEPA has worked with  respiratory illnesses to make informed
industries to achieve compliance with air decisions, so as to reduce their exposure to
guality standards and significant strides poor air quality.

have been madeo

He also informed that the Agency has -
increased the number of air quality
monitoring sites across the island to 79,
including publicly and privately owned op-
erated facilities. NEPA will be :
revising the ambient air quality standards
and is currently working on a fivgear air
guality programme.

Colonel Oral Khan, Chief Technical Direc-

tor in the Ministry of Economic Growth : s TE > "
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guality index will reduce the burden on LIK20G2 ®

the healthcare sector and spiral

behavioural change amongst Jamaicans.
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National Environmental and Awareness
Week Commences With an Open Day

The National Environment and Planning Agency started off National Environ-
ment Awareness Week in 2016 with a bandposting an Open Day to commemo-
rate the event.

The event, which was held at the Agencyd
more than 10 schools participating, multiple exhibitions from stakeholders and

talks from various luminaries, including the legendary former CEO of NEPA, Mr.

Franklin McDonald.

Former NEPAOs CEO, Fr &tudents from ApbaddamtéSehdol
speaks at the Open Day performing at the Open Day

NEPAGs CEO, Peter KniSt‘I’we?tSf.'ré’rPA'Qhﬁ'Qfam

Open Day School enjoying the festivities
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NEPA REINSTATES MOU WITH WRA AND MOH
FOR WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT

Peter Knight (left), Chief Executive Officer of
the National Environment and Planning
Agency shakes hands with Herbert Thomas
(centre), Acting Managing Director of the
Water Resources Authority and Everton Baker,
Director of Environmental HealthUnit in the
Ministry of Health after signing the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

The National Environment and Planning Agency (NEPA) and collaborating partners
signed a new Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) as part of the overall efforts to

| mprove Jamaicads ambient water qualit

The collaborating partners with NEPA are the Water Resources Authority (WRA) and
the Ministry of Healthd Environmental Health Unit. The MoU was signed on June 3
by the heads of coll aborating agenci es
Environmental Fair

0oThe aim of t he Memor andum of Under s
har moni zed approach to water resource

Director of the Environmental Management and Conservation Division.

Mr. Herbert Thomas, Acting Managing Director of the Water Resources Authority
said the memorandum enables key agencies to play their role in water resource
management.

The Memorandum of Understanding was first signed in 2002 and was reviewed for
re-instatement in 2015. The Agreement seeks to cordinate duties, functions and

the exchange of information as it pertains to water quality management.



