The Ridge to Reef Watershed Project (R2RW) is a five year (with
an optional sixth year) activity contributing to the achievement of
USAID/Jamaica's SO2 — “improved quality of key natural re-
sources in areas that are both environmentally and economically
significant”. R2RW comprises three Components contributing to
the achievement of the results under SO2. Component 1 assists
targeted organizations identify and promote sustainable environ-
mental management practices by resource users. Component 2
focuses on identifying and supporting solutions to improve the en-
forcement of targeted existing environmental regulations, primarily
in the Great River and Rio Grande watersheds. Component 3 pro-
vides assistance to key organizations to suppor, coordinate, and
expand watershed management efforts in Jamaica. For more in-
formation about R2RW, please contact one of the following organi-
zations:

Ridge 1o Reaf Watershed Project

l*{ ~ 5 Ondord Park Avenue

W Kingston 5

— R‘ Jamaica
Email: ard@owjamaica.com
Web: www.r2rw-jmorg
Tal: 754-7596 or 906-2268
Fax: 754-3913

Mational Environment and Planning Agency
m - 10 Caledonia Avenue
gt Kingston 5
Jamaica

Email: pubed@nepa.gov.jm
Tel: 754-7540
Fax: 754-7595/6

Linited States Agency for International Development
2 Haining Road

Kingston 5

Jamaica

Email: kmcdonald-gayle @usaid.gov
Tel: 926-3645108
926-5066

Fax: 929-9943

Management of the Size

and Shape of Fruit Trees in

Home-Gardens




Hidge to Heal Wazters

Itis a commaon practice among Jamacan house.
holders 1o grow frst rees m therr home gardens
Most imes however, they allow he Fees o grow
fo uncontrollably great heighls  These Fees soon
become unmanggeabie and pose several prob-
lems  The excess fllen leaves and branches,
add 1o the solid waste disposal management of a
aity or lown. Large spreading branches cause
unnecessary shading and dampness, to encowage some plant
and human diseases and pests. Old or damaged trees often fall
over without wammg. In 8 windstom faling trees and flying
branches cause severe damage o buldings, cars, ulility supphes
ele . or block roads and drains. and both the insured and unin-
sured suffer. Alfhough ot Fees are valuable, e riils from
maiy tall trees are not easily o ever reaped, because they are oul
of easy reach

Many house-holders lack the knowiledge of how to manage trees,
and some even have e miscanceplion that prureng will kil hem
Others may nol notice the rale of growth of the Fees in ther hold-
ings. Excepl for imber and palims most other plants should be
pruned regularly o maintain a desired size and shape A well
managed fruit Fee can offer shade and windlreak, acsthehe
beauty as well as healthy fruits, and the leaves form mulch and
orgamc malter o benehit other plants

In managing a free, one should frst deade on a shape and size
This is influenced by its species, its location in relation o othes
plants in hewvcity, buddngs and utdly supphes, and to other
suctures nearby. Some plants do nol grow lo a large size and
are therefore easy to manage Example of these are &g, guava,
garden chemy, carambola, kme, pomegranale, sour sop and sweet
sop. Olheys ke ackee, apple, avocado, leeadliut, gunep, jack-
it and mango can become large,  Most fruit Fees produce fruats
on new Nushes, and regudar prunng facililates new growth Foal
- — trees can be grown near fences if fis is
‘:; I N l:,ﬂ agreeable 1o he nesghbor  and there s
L%, a wlingness lo share e produce Oth-
emwise tis could be a nusance espoe
aally from fallen leaves and shading,
also from he nsk of loppling over. A
fruit tree: can be allowed to grow oves a
low buslding, but ever shading and lallen
leaves can be a problem if not properly
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taken care of Expanding tree rools often
damage pipelines, paved areas of even
Lbuildings Several fruit ree species can be
grown on a small area of land if they are
propedy lasd out and each s allowed ade-
qualte space to spread Il planted oo
closely, they will soon become dustered,
necessitating e need lor draslic pruning -
or even removal of some  This becomes a
hard decision for many, and at fis ime e cost of workmanship
and for pruning and transporting the cutlings can be very expen
sive

Before attempiing to prune, ane should view each plant Fom sev-
aral angles, and all the plants  together in the garden, to decide
on the size and shape thal will make them R, and which plants lo
ehminale Each plant should have a single straight irunk, wath the
lowes branches at a height hat will not touch e ground when
laden with fwts.  The under-space allows for sitting, placing plant
pots elc , makes it easier to control weeds or sweep away delbns,
and reduces hiding places for theeves. The mamn branches should
be evenly spaced and point outwards from the tnmk.  The secon-
dary and tartiary branches should also be evanly spaced and
point outwards and upwards. The more growang bips a plant has,
e more il can produce All dead and dying branches should be
cul away cleanly al their attachment

The shape of a plant can be vaned rom dome, square, conical,
round, oval, solong as il allows maximum exposure of the foliage
o lighl Al each pruning the height, shape and size shauld be
maintamed

There may come a ime when a ee becomes old, sick of dam-
aged. A youny plant of the same or even another species can
repiace it If the lower portion of
o [he tunk is healthy, stumping
can rjuvenate the plant  This
nvalves cuting the trunk cleanly
a fow foot above the ground,
and alloming it to sprout. One of
Iwo ol he sprouls may be se-
lected and allowed o grow and
be trained to devedop a desired
shape andl size planl



